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GEORGE INMAN'S NARRATIVE OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION. 1 

"When the disturbencies Commenced at Boston in America 
that finally terminated in its independence of Brittain, I en- 
tered a Volunteer in the service of the Parent Country, con- 
trary to the wishes of my Connections and friends, and in 
December 1775 attached myself to the Light Company of 
the 4th or King's own Regiment commanded by my Friend 
Capt. Evelyn. 2 

In January 1776, Capt. Evelyn and myself embarked on 
board the Falcon, ship of war, commanded by my Brother- 
in-law Capt. Linzee, under orders to attend Sir Henry Clin- 
ton in an Expedition to the Southward, the 4th and 44th 
Light Companys having embarked on Board the Kitty 
Transport and Sir Henry Clinton with his suit on board the 
Mercury Frigate, Capt. James Montague. We sailed imme- 
diately for the River Cape Fear, North Carolina. The Mer- 
cury, Frigate and Kitty Transport stopping at New York 
and at Norfolk in Virginia. We arrived at Cape Fear in 
Feb'y and were rec'd by Gov. Martin who was then on board 
the Cruiser with much satisfaction, as the Emigrants were 

1 From the original, in the possession of Chas. R. Hildeburn. 

2 With regard to whom see The Evelyns in America, by G. D. Scull. 
(Oxford, 1881.) 
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238 George Inman' s Narrative of the Revolution. 

then imbodied in the back Country and were on the march 
to Wilmington, we endeavor'd to give them some assistance, 
but without effect, and in March they were defeated and 
dispersed. Sir Henry Clinton joined us in March with the 
two Lt. Companys, and transports from Ireland were daily 
dropping in with 7 Regiments, viz. — the 15th, 28th, 33d, 
37th, 46th, 54th, and 57th, under the Command of Lord 
Cornwallis and Genl. Vaughan, and several ships of warr 
under Sir Peter Parker; we made several excursions on 
shore, more by way of exercise to the Troops, than to gain 
any other advantage than procuring some fresh provisions, 
wch we found very scarce, and from this Period till our arri- 
val at Staten Island had little else than Salt Pork and Sour 
Crout ; about the last of May we left Cape Fear and arrived 
off Charlestown, So. Carolina, the 4th June, and that night 
came on a severe storm, wch obliged us (the Kitty Transport 
in wch I had been on board off since her arrival in Cape 
Fear) to slip her cables and put to sea, we run down a 
schooner with nine men on board, owing to the darkness of 
the night ; we gained our station in ten days after, without 
Anchors and much damaged, about the last of the month we 
made an unsuccessful attack on Sullivan's Island. The Ship- 
ping being much damaged. In July we with the whole 
Fleet proceeded for New York and arrived off Staten Island 
the 1st August, and next day landed and were ordered to 
the 1st Battalion of Lt Infantry Commanded by Majors 
Musgrave and Dundas, about the 23d of same month the 
whole army under Sir Vm, Howe embarked in flatt Boats, 
crossed ye Narrows and made our landing good at New 
Utrech, and on the 27th in the Morning abt 2 o'clock, I, 
w T ith a few men being posted at a Cross Eoad, intercepted 
and took an American Patrol of Horse, composed of Five 
officers belonging to the New York Battallion, 1 after deliver- 

1 To this capture Johnson [Campaign of 1776, p. 176 et seq.) attributes 
in a great measure the loss by the Americans of the Battle of Long Island. 
The credit of the capture is there given to Capt. Evelyn, and as Inman was 
merely a volunteer acting under his orders, he was perhaps entitled to some 
share of it. It was doubtless in recognition of this service that Sir Wm. 
Howe presented Inman with an ensigncy in the 17th Foot. 
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ing them up to Col. Maxwell who commanded the Rear 
Guard, I joined the Comp'y with my party about nine, when 
they were warmly engaged and continued so with various 
success till near noon, when the Enemy retired to their works, 
losing many men. I rec'd no other injury than a contusion 
on my Knee pan, wch for the time was very painfull — a mus- 
ket shot through my hat and another through my trousers 
near the hip. The Americans two days after retired to New 
York, after reducing the Fort at Hell Gate on the 15th Sept. 
we effected our landing on York Island with little or no loss 
and that Even'g a Brigade took possession of the City, we 
advanced to Magoings Pass and the Enemy retired to the 
works that surrounded fort Washington. The next day the 
3d Lt Infantry under Major Johnson 1 of the 28th advancing 
too near the enemy's lines, they came down in Force, wch 
nearly bro't on a General engagement, in a few days after, 
Sir Wm. Howe presented me with a pair of Colors, in the 
•17th Regt, dated the day of the action on Long Island, wch 
Regt. I soon after joined. In October part of the Army em- 
barked near Hell Gate and proceeded for New Rochelle near 
wch my good and gallant friend Capt. Evelyn received his 
mortal wound he being carried to New York, and after suf- 
fering Amputation soon expired, to the great regret of all 
that knew him as a soldier or friend. 

The beginning of Novr. was at the Reduction of Fort 
Washington soon after crossed the North River to Fort Lee 
w T ch was also reduced and proceeded through the Jerseys 
to Trenton, meeting with little or no opposition, the begin- 
ing of Deer, we left Trenton for our own cantonments at 
Hillsborough and 2 Brigades of Hessian Troops under Col. 
Rail, marched in to be Quartered there, we Enjoy'd our 
Winter Quarters but a few days, when Gen'l Washington 
having crossed the Delaware, came suddenly on Rail's Bri- 
gades at Trenton the 24th Deer, and Captured, Killed and 
dispersed the whole, the British Army was obliged to quit 
their Quarters and assembled at Prince Town the Americans 

1 Afterwards General Sir Henry Johnson, Baronet. He married Rebecca 
Franks, of Philadelphia. 
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still remaining at Trenton and daily receiving from their 
late success large reinforcements. The Season of the Year 
being severe, snow on the ground and for. Nights having no 
other Bed than hard frozen Earth or Ice and no other cover- 
ing than a cloak oftentimes induced me to Reflect on past 
times when I used to sleep in soft downy Beds and with 
every comfortable necessary around me, amongst them 
friends whom I left, and wch perhaps if I had remained 
might still have enjoy M. 

The advance of the Army having proceeded to Trenton we 
were ordered on the 3d January 1777 from Prince Town as 
an Escort to Stores and at sunrise a large Body of the Enemy 
were discovered on our left wch Col. Mawhood immediately 
determined to attack, we having the 55th and a party of 
convalescents with a few of the 17th Dragoons, the enemy 
proved too powerful for us, the 55th giving way and retired 
to Prince Town, where the 40th Reg't were posted and both 
Reg'ts quitted that Town, retiring before the Enemy to 
Brunswick ; we attacked their Centre Column and drove 
them to their main body, but, they rallying we were obliged 
to retire, after making such an exertion as we were able to pro- 
ceed to our Army then lying at Maidenhead. We suffered 
much, out of 224 Rank and file that marked off the Parade 
at 5 o'Clock that Morning we sustained a Loss of 101 Rank 
and file, Killed and wounded and much the greater part by the 
first fire received, I being the only Officer in the Right wing 
of the Battallion that was not very much injured receiving 
only a Buck shot through my Cross Belt wch just entered 
the Pit of my Stomach and made me sick for the moment. 
We had a very severe march that day and all the following 
night, passing over the field of Action abt 4 o'Clock that 
afternoon through Prince Town and with the whole Army 
to Brunswick where we got on the 4th abt Nine in the 
Morning. After halting one day to refresh ourselves we 
proceeded to Amboy where we remained the Winter, but 
found it irksome and unpleasant Quarters, being out almost 
every day, wch harrass'd the Garrison much. 

In April, about the 23d, we took the Field, encamped in 
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Front of the lines and in May made an excursion to Hills- 
borough, but finding Genl. Washington strongly posted on 
Morris's Heights, the whole Army retired to Amboy, quit- 
ting Brunswick and those places we had occupied during 
the Winter, and in June entirely quitted the Jerseys, crossed 
over to Staten Island and in a few days embarked on board 
Transports, and sailed for the Chesapeak, Virginia, and 
landed the 25th August following at the Head of Elk in that 
Bay near George Town, Maryland, and after a few skirmishes 
at Iron Hill &c. we crossed the Forks of the Branclywine on 
the 11th Sept., turned the Eight flank of the Enemy, engaged 
and totally defeated them — began the attack after 4 in the 
afternoon and before nine were able to sitt down and refresh 
ourselves with some cold Pork and Grogg, on the Ground 
the Enemy had first posted themselves, which we enjoyed 
much as our march before the attack was better than 18 
miles. After remaining on the ground a few days we pro- 
ceeded to the White Horse near Valley forge where there 
was a large store of flour &c, and near this place fell in with 
Genl. Waine's Brigade wch was cut to pieces. Here I found 
Thomas Randall 1 (who formerly lived with Mr. Gould) badly 
wounded with Bayonets, he being a Capt. of Artillery in 
the American Army then attached to Waine's Brigade. 
We soon after forded the Schulkill and the Army formed 
a line at German Town abt Eight or Nine miles from Phila- 
delphia, wch the two Battalions of British Grenadiers took 
Possession of without any opposition. On the 4th October 
the Enemy made a heavy attack on the 2nd Light Infantry 
and Pickets on the Right of the line, wch obliged us to 
change our Front, however they were obliged to retire with- 
out effecting anything more than putting us in some hurry 
and confussion for the time and we pursued them several 

1 For some account of Capt. Randall, see Memorials of the Society of the 
Cincinnati of Massachusetts, by Francis S. Drake, pp. 434-5 ; also, The 
Journals of Major Samuel Shaw, p. 38. According to the latter, he was 
knocked down and stabbed " in eight places," and " his wounds not admitting 
of his being carried with" the enemy, " they left him at a house near the 
scene of action." 
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miles. I being on Picket had several of my men killed and 
wounded before I was ordered in. The army shortly with- 
drew to Philadelphia and took up their quarters for the win- 
ter, forming strong lines from the Schulkill to the Delaware, 
and in these Quarters they made up for the severity of the 
last Winter, though we often made excursions — to Mansfield, 
Edghill — and one about Christmas to Darby where we re- 
mained for a fortnight procuring forage &c. — and during 
these excursions we frequently fell in with parties of the 
Enemy and had some severe skirmishes, particularly at 
Mansfield, but we could not draw Genl. Washington from 
his Entrenchments. This year (was) fatal to Burgoyne at 
Saratoga. 

Nothing material occurred in the months of Jan'y Eeb'y or 
March 1778 except frequent excursions in the Jerseys and 
other places to destroy stores and provide provisions and 
Forage, and one in particular under Col. Mawhood to Salem 
in the Jerseys, 1 were several poor Quakers were uninten- 
tionally killed, we remained there and in its neighborhood 
near three weeks and then returned to Philadelphia were I 
was forming an attachment and was married on St. George's 
Day the 23rd April. Col. Mawhood having been appointed 
Aid-de-Camp to the King left us about this time for England 
and in May Sir Wm. Howe took his departure leaving the 
Command to Sir Henry Clinton who came from New York 
for that purpose. On our preparing to quit Philadelphia I 
procured a Passage for my wife in the " Sukey" (a Brig of 
my Uncle's) Capt. Brown, for New York, but on being de- 
tained in the River, was, owing to her excessive sickness, 
obliged to send for her, and on the 16th June we evacuated 
the City, crossed (at) Cooper's ferry, and I had a Coach for 
the convenience of my wife, my man servant and his wife 
who was also my servant, attended her, as I could not be so 
much with her as I could have wished. We proceeded 
through Mount Holly and met with very little obstruction 

1 On this " excursion" see R. G. Johnson's Historical Account of the 
First Settlement of Salem, in West Jersey, pp. 155 et seq. 
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from the Enemy, excepting that of their destroying the 
Bridges we were to pass and filling up the Wells that we 
might not get water — until we came to Monmouth on w T hose 
Heights we took Post on the 26th abt noon, and finding 
that the Americans intended an attack we halted the 27th, the 
Enemy in parties making their appearance at every avenue 
in front of our advance posts, and picked up many of our 
straglers and among the number a Mr. Nesbit, a Lieut, in 
our Regt. but he was no great loss to us or an acquisition to 
them. 

About one o'clock in the morning of the 28th Genl. Knyp- 
hausen took charge of the baggage and stores of the Army 
and proceeded towards the Neversinks near Sandy Hook, and 
for the better security of my wife I sent her on with line of 
Baggage the Army began to quit the heights about 6 o'clock 
and when we had marched about three miles the Enemy ad- 
vanced, attacked our Rear ; we faced about and formed the 
line and drove them as we advanced and when the main 
Body of Americans came up they took a very advantageous 
post on those heights we had occupied, but did not think 
proper to engage, the day being exceedingly hot and no 
water to be got, upwards of 60 British and Hessians troops 
dropt dead in the Ranks with fatigue. We marched on our 
Route towards Sandy Hook abt 12 at night without being 
further molested by the enemy. The next morning abt nine 
I got up to that part of the baggage where my wife was, she 
remaining in the Coach since she had left me, the Baggage 
had been attacked and my dear Mary very narrowly escaped 
being shot. We, about the 5th July to our great joy arrived 
safe at New York and soon after met with Oapt. and Mrs. 
Linzee. In a very few days after the Army had quitted the 
Jerseys and were cantoned on York, Long, and Staten 
Islands, Count D'Estaing appeared off the Hook with 12 sail 
of the line, but made no attempt to come into the Hook and 
after remaining several days bore away for Rhode Island. 
Sir Henry Clinton appointed me a Lieutenant in the 26th 
Regt. then encamped at Laurel Hill near Fort Knyphausen, 
dated the day of engagement at Monmouth. I took for my 
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wife at Bloomingdale near her Aunt Leake's and after an ex- 
cursion to the White Plains was taken ill with a fever and 
ague and soon after my wife and two servants, so that we 
were greatly distressed. 

About this time we received accounts from Philadelphia 
of the Death of Mrs. Coombe my wife's only sister. In 
November we took Quarters in New York at one Whiston's 
formerly of Boston. The ague still continuing in me after 
Christmas I took lodging at Mrs. Spellings at half a joe a 
week for the more convenience of my wife and her Mother 
who we expected from Philadelphia, about this time the 
Regt was ordered to Staten Island and to remain in hutts 
made by themselves for the Winter. In October or the 
beginning of November my Father and Mrs. Inman with 
Miss Murray came from Boston to Rhode Island to see Capt. 
and Mrs. Linzee who were stationed there, he being in com- 
mand of the Pearl Frigate and after remaining a few days 
returned to Boston, should liked to have been of the party 
but from (my) situation and illness, was preyented ; Linzee 
soon after was sent to the West Indies. 

In January 1779 Mrs. Badger my Wife's Mother, came 
from Philadelphia to stay with us, on the 26th in the Even- 
ing my wife w T as safely put to bed of a little Boy, whom I 
called Ralph after my Father. I soon after obtained from 
the Commandant a house for the convenience of my family 
and in March I went to Staten Island to join the Regt hav- 
ing recovered of the ague, leaving my Wife in Town, 
after remaining a few weeks at the Hutts I was removed to 
the Command of Major Andre's Company at Dukers ferry, 
where I found it more comfortable, having fitted up a room 
for the reception of my wife, who spent part of her time 
with me, and part with her Mother in Town. I remained 
in this situation until September w r hen the Regiment was 
ordered to be drafted and the officers sent to England, but 
owing to the French Fleet being on the Coast, though the 
Regt was drafted early in Sept. yet they were not able to 
embark till about the 20th December. In the intermediate 
time, the 20th Sept. we, to our great grief lost our sweet in- 
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fant, who died with a Mortification in his Bowels, he was 
interred in the Vault of John Leake Esq. Trinity Church 
Yard, a few days after I obtained leave to go to Rhode 
Island, to procure an interveiw with my Father and accord- 
ingly we embarked in a Cork Victualler for that Port, but 
to our great mortification found that the evacuation was so 
soon to take place that I was disappointed and returned 
again to New York in a Transport with the Fleet on ye 
Evacuation. I notwithstanding obtained a flag of Truce 
and sailed for Rhode Island again in Novr leaving my wife 
with her Mother and the interview I had with my Father 
was short and by no means satisfactory, after being tossed 
about in that Harbour for more than three weeks and twice 
very near being lost not being allowed to go on shore I left 
the Harbour and arrived safe at New York the 17th Deer, 
and then finding the fleet shortly to sail for England had 
but little time to prepare for the Passage not choosing to go 
in the transport that was allotted, and on the 21st embarked 
with my wife on board a merchantman, ourselves the only 
passengers, leaving my wife's good mother behind. The 
parting very much affected us, but yet it was unavoidable. 
The 23d we sailed from Sandy Hook — near two hundred sail 
under convoy of several frigates, but Christmas eve a most vio- 
lent gale came on, which dispersed the fleet. About four days 
after we collected about twenty-eight sail, and that night a 
second storm attacked us, and we for eight weeks did not 
meet but with two of the fleet, and them we met separately. 
In short, the whole of the passage was a continued storm. 
We arrived to our great joy about the middle of February at 
Portsmouth and found that many of the fleet had foundered, 
and that the transport that was allotted for me was also 
wrecked on the North "West coast of Ireland, after being 
buffetted about without candles for the binnacles for near 
four weeks after our arrival in February 1780. We remained 
at Portsmouth three days, and Sir Samuel Hood who was 
then Commissioner of the Dock Yard (now Lord Hood) sent 
for us, as soon as he knew of our arrival. We spent part of 
a day at his house, and the next morning I set off in a post 
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chaise for London, but paying the post boys well was soon 
hurled to Kingston, twelve miles from town, dined there and 
lodged, not choosing to go into town the latter part of the 
day. Next morning about eleven w T e put up at the Golden 
Cross, Charing Cross, and a son of Lady Hood's, to whom 
she had wrote, called on us and procured us lodgings in 
Adam Street, Adelphi. Many Americans called on us. 
We remained in town three weeks, and then set off for Bris- 
tol, w T here I was ordered by Colonel Stuart to recruit. We 
went to Burrington to see my uncle w r ho proposed us to 
make his house our home, which kind invitation we most 
readily accepted. My party came to Bristol in April, and 
were successful in recruiting. In August we went to Mrs. 
Brown's, Trinity Street, to board and lodge for a month, 
and in September made an excursion in a one horse chaise to 
Watch ett in Somersetshire, to see a son of my uncle, who 
was married there, taking my wife and Miss Inman with 
me, and my servant Gibson on horseback. We staid there 
near a fortnight. On our return to Bristol I took lodgings, 
and remained in town at different lodgings without anything 
material happening till after Christmas. I cannot forbear 
mentioning that a family by the name of Freeman at Clifton 
near Bristol were particularly kind and attentive to me and 
mine. The old gentleman was a correspondent of my father's, 
concerned in the copper business. Their attention to us will 
ever demand our grateful acknowledgment. We met with 
many American families that were settled here, some of the 
most intimate were: Thomas Oliver, John Vassals, Lechmere, 
Sewal, Bob Holbrook, Nat. Coffin, who died soon after, Mrs. 
Borland, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Fennel, Mr. Barnes, Mr. Coulson, 
and Mrs. Merchant, our friend Betsy Davis who resided with 
her aunt Mrs. Yassall. But (with) some of these, by some 
means or other, a coolness took place, after w T hich my visits 
to them w T ere more out of form than friendship. In the 
month of May we received the disagreeable account of the 
death of my dear Mary's mother, who died at New York 
about the time of our arriving in Portsmouth Harbour, 
we then being at our good uncle's. He gave her every 
consolation that her distressed situation required. In August 
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of this year R. Temple arrived at Bristol in a flag of truce 
from Boston with his family, whom I saw and spent an 
evening with at the White Lyon. Soon after our coming 
to Burrington Captain and Mrs. Linzee with their little 
Susan, and Nanny the servant, gave us the meeting at the 
parsonage, and we spent a few weeks very pleasantly, some- 
times at Bath, and sometimes at Bristol. Harry a son of my 
uncle's who was in the Navy being at home at that time, 
made one of the party. The day after Christmas I sent off 
my servant Gibson to join the regiment ; being at Shrews- 
bury with a number of recruits. My taking lodging in 
Bristol was contrary to the wishes of my good uncle, but 
having so many old acquaintance in the military line recruit- 
ing there, I could not be prevailed on to remain in the coun- 
try. Nothing more material happened to me during this 
year (1780) excepting frequent offers to purchase a company at 
the regulated price, which I was under the mortifying neces- 
sity of declining. 

In January 1781 I took a small furnished house at Clifton 
opposite my good and worthy friend Mr. Freeman, who 
wished me to be as near him as possible, Miss Inman being 
with us as much as our good uncle could spare her. Nothing 
material occurred the months of February or March, except- 
ing my being much distressed for a very necessary article 
which Mr. Freeman was kind enough to assist me with. 
The fourth of April about eleven in the morning my Mary 
was safely put to bed of a little boy. Mr. Freeman offering to 
stand Godfather, and his daughter Mrs. Blissett, Godmother. 
I could not do less than name him John Freeman after the 
old gentleman, as a small acknowledgment for the many 
favours he had conferred on me. My uncle being the other 
godfather. His birth was registered in the Parish Church of 
Clifton and at Burrington. My Mary by some means 
caught a cold which brought on the rheumatism in her legs 
that she was not able to walk for months after. In May we 
again removed to my uncles at Burrington, taking a young 
woman by name Sarah Davis, to attend my wife and child. 
The change was recommended to Mrs. Inman, however she 
from that period till August was quite confined, and the 
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first part of the time to her bed and obliged to be lifted out 
and in. Our little fellow being very well, and a pretty boy. 
About the 20th September I took my wife, Free, and the 
maid in a chaise to Plymouth. We stopped a few days at 
the London Tavern, Exeter, to see our old friend Mrs. Bor- 
land who .resided in the city. We dined with her, etc. On 
our getting to Plymouth our dear sister Mrs. Linzee and her 
little ones were happy to see us. Captain Linzee being in 
the West Indies, having the command of the Santa Monica 
Frigate of 36 guns. 

In this place we remained until the 4th December, spend- 
ing our time very pleasantly. I met here a number of ac- 
quaintance in the military and naval line, dined frequently 
with the regiments that were encamped at Maker Tower, and 
with General Gray (now Sir Charles Gray). On the 4th 
December took our departure for Bristol, staid a week at 
Exeter on our return, our little Freeman not very well, hav- 
ing a breaking out on his face. We stopped at my uncle's, 
who insisted on our staying with him a little while, (with) 
which from prudent reasons we readily complied. While at 
Plymouth, the news arrived of the fate of Lord Cornwallis 
and the troops at Yorktown, Virginia. After a visit to our 
friend Mr. Freeman, we returned to our uncle's and spent the 
Christmas, and commenced the new year, 1782, with him. 
Nothing of any consequence occurring during the month of 
January, and in the month February I commenced a kind of 
Journal, 1 which have continued ever since, making a memo- 
randum of anything particular happening to any part of my 
family, which may on some future day find amusement in 
having recourse to, and many misfortunes .and disagreeable 
occurrences I shall find therein. But it has pleased the 
Almighty Dispenser of events to have thus far given me reso- 
lution and firmness to go through, and pray God will still 
give me sufficient grace to withstand the like misfortunes, 
that I may have to encounter with hereafter with the same 
fortitude. God's name be praised. 

1 Extracts from this "Journal " will appear, together with a notice of the 
writer, in a future number. 



